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NEEEORARDUR POR: beputy Bivector (Istelligerce)
BEBINCT ! Communist Chine aud the "Paper Tiger”

1. W&, SulsxbBerger’s srticle i- the Sew Yoyk Times
on 18 December srgues that firut-hand experience wit
thedr own atomie device last Oetober has scobered fhe
Chineses Communists and caused them to upgrade their as-
seasment of US military might and the muelesr arseaasl
vhieh forms its cere.

2, Ris view iz Mesed o5 the supposed "fact™ thet
sisee last Qutobey Peiping has stopped relerriug to the
V8 a9 a1 "Paper Tiger” and bas dempostrated ae slars
in its vielent protests sgsicet the stationiugz of Polaris
subnarines i: the Payr East. This bas led uscamed diplo-
sats qguoted by Nr. Sulsberger to conglinde that the Chinese
sow have n Detter apprweciatics of the horrars of suglesr
wer asd ave therelors less willliug 10 acgept the risks
::Iaﬂsurth than they wers before their ow: success-

1 teat,

3. These o= diplomats with esxperiesce 1o
Comsunist China®-—go oo te speculate that because the
Chinese leaders are aow more “resalistie™ they will come
to take 2 differest viev of the Isdochinan situstion and
be lems i2elined to gashle o2 the possibility that the
U8 in not Mluffiog and mizbt esealate the war into s
mgelear conflist.

Le.

4. 1t soems doudtful that evalustion of the test
han enused any such reappraissl on the part of the
Chicese. JGiven the wide diffusior of ouglear xnowledye,
the resultis pr caveed 1ittle surprise in Peipinz.—
sertainly the kind of sheek which would make men
iike Nuvo give up smbiticus plans in Bowthesst Asia.
There in 29thing in Chisess actions since last fall
which augzests they ave 2ow iselined to treed more
eavrefully.
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8., Peiping bes always had a healthy respect for US
power and ip "tactical”™ situatious whieh hold what the
Chinese regarxd as 2 yeal possibility of major direect con~
frontation with the US they have procesded very cantiously.
Whers the Chinese have basn bold in “despising the US
atrategically” it appears in the main to reflect an esti-
mate that there waa little danger of » bhlow delivered
with the full weilght of Ameriean strength,

6. The Chinese probably do not ragard the potential
destructiveness of an atomic attack as cavalierly =s
their sarlisr statements have bean made to suggest. It
ssens likely that Peiping's backing of the DRV in the
Indoehine war has been based not 30 much on ignorance
concerning nuelear weapons 38 on the emleulation that
the possiblility of their use againmt China is fairly
repote,

7. 12 Peiping was frightened into considering a
new policy by the results of the test st Lop Nor, there
has besn 50 clue in Chinese public statements and Mr.
Sulzberger's friemds are basing their opinions on faulty
information, The Chinese have, in fact, nevsr stopped
referring to either the U8 or to nuclear werpons as
"Paper Tigers.” Examination of the record shows that
since the end of November last yesyxy NUNA has carried
no lese than twelve major statements in which this now-
claspic term has Deen used,

8. Paiping reacted promptly and predictably on
14 Nevember with an angry complaint about the visit of
the U8 nuclear submarine Sea Dragon to Japanese ports,
The announced decision to station Polaris submarines in
Anian waters produced an even louder Chinese protest,
This goveroment statement, broadcast on 29 Decesmber,
Jeered at the U8 fTor trying to intimidate China by
"dispatching a few nuclear submarines” and concluded
with the standard sssertion that the atomic bomb is
"Papor Tiger,™ that it is “people” who will determine
the destiny of mankind, and that the T8 is "approaching
ecloser and ecloser to its grave.”
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